
 

 

 

 

To: Town Meeting Members and Town Officials 
 

From: Vision 2020 Standing Committee and Task Group Chairs 
 Co-Chairs: Jo-Martha Glushko and Jane Howard  

Gregory Ames, Nancy Barry, Paul Bayer, Kathleen Bodie, John Budzyna, Joe Connelly, Andrew 
Fischer, Bruce Fitzsimmons, Jacob Friis, Clarice Gordon, Mary Harrison, Gordon Jamieson,  
Elizabeth Karpati, Satish Katpaly, Shannon Koenig, Annie LaCourt, John Leone, Joshua Lobel,  
Leslie Mayer, Gail McCormick, Charlotte Milan, Cheryl Miller, Angela Olszewski, Stephen Ricci, 
William Shea, Ron Spangler, Cindy Starks and Brian Sullivan 
 

Date: May 12, 2010 
 

Subject: The Vision 2020 Report to The 2010 Annual Town Meeting 
 

The Vision 2020 Standing Committee and its Task Groups are pleased to present the 
following report covering Vision 2020 projects and activities for Calendar Year 2009 as  
well as January-April, 2010.  The report can be found in three areas: 
 

 The first, on pages 97- 2009 
Annual Report, presents a short history of Vision 2020's almost 20 year existence and 
specific accomplishments for the year 2009; 

 
 The second is included here by reference to Warrant Articles 2 - State of the Town 
Address; and 69 - Appropriation/Arlington's Water Bodies Fund for this 2010 Annual 
Town Meeting.  Their recommended votes and comments can be found in the respective 
reports of the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee; and 

 
 The third, a summary and analysis of the 4657 household responses received by March 
15th to Vision Looking Ahead: Services & Revenues in the Balance We 
Invite Your Input, is contained in this booklet.  24% of Arlington's households responded 
to the survey in just six weeks- about 700 on-line responses and 3957 on paper.  Not 
included in this report are the more than 250 responses received since March 15th. 

 
Focusing on the Town's financial challenges, the survey asked residents to indicate their 
opinions as Desirable, Acceptable or Unacceptable to specific ways by which the Town 
could reduce expenditures and/or raise revenues.  Another survey topic's results on  
Parking in Arlington Center, can be found at the end of the booklet.   
 
Our report can be found at the back of the hall, and these survey results, as well as  
further analysis by demographic categories, will be available on the Town website. 
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Summary of 4657 Survey Responses  
to the Questions on 

Parking In Arlington Center 
 
Do you have diffuculty parking in Arlington Center?   

Yes:  1983 (46%)     No: 2290 (54%) 
 
How would you describe the difficulty?   
 • No parking near destination  1589 
 • There is a parking fee    565 
 • Russell Common parking not  
  near my destination    611 
 • Parking regulations are confusing   868 
 
Do parking problems deter you from shopping in Arlington Center?   

Yes: 1874 (45%)     No 2250 (65%) 
 
How many blocks from your destination would you park? 

1 block:  668     2 blocks: 1531     3 blocks: 1004     4 blocks: 867 
 
Would parking meters on Massachusetts Ave., Medford St. and Broadway Plaza 
discourage  
you from shopping in Arlington Center? 
 Yes: 1874 (45%)     No: 2250 (55%) 
 
What is the highest parking meter fee you find acceptable? 
 • $.25/hr:  1650     • $.50/hr:  1552     • $1.00/hr:  752 
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Vision 2020 - 2010 Survey Results
Total Surveys Collected: 4,657

Demographics

Precinct Number of Years in Arlington
0 324 6.96% << 5 Years 1018 23.86%
1 137 2.94% 5-15 Years 1303 30.54%
2 262 5.63% >> 15 Years 1946 45.61%
3 201 4.32%
4 205 4.40% Number of Adults 18-64
5 183 3.93% none 567 13.61%
6 206 4.42% one 940 22.56%
7 194 4.17% two 2231 53.54%
8 251 5.39% three 307 7.37%
9 216 4.64% four 117 2.81%
10 256 5.50% five 5 0.12%
11 204 4.38%
12 280 6.01% Number of Adults 65+
13 187 4.02% none 2504 66.56%
14 198 4.25% one 725 19.27%
15 212 4.55% two 516 13.72%
16 232 4.98% three 14 0.37%
17 145 3.11% four 2 0.05%
18 182 3.91% five 1 0.03%
19 205 4.40%
20 168 3.61% Number of Children
21 209 4.49% none 2104 56.21%

one 639 17.07%
two 719 19.21%

Own/Rent three 218 5.82%
Own 3493 77.64% four 61 1.63%
Rent 1006 22.36% five 2 0.05%

Housing Type Internet Access
Single Family 2110 50.88% Home 3982 60.22%
Condo 666 16.06% Work 1943 29.39%
2-4 Units 1096 26.43% Library 306 4.63%
>>4 Units 275 6.63% None 381 5.76%


